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and interests in property of that person are
therefore no longer blocked pursuant to sec-
tion 1 of this order.

Sec. 11. Nothing in this order is intended
to affect the continued effectiveness of any
rules, regulations, orders, licenses, or other
forms of administrative action issued, taken,
or continued in effect heretofore or hereafter
under 31 C.F.R. chapter V, except as ex-
pressly terminated, modified, or suspended
by or pursuant to this order.

Sec. 12. Sections 1 through 7 of Executive
Order 13047 are hereby revoked to the ex-
tent they are inconsistent with this order. All
delegations, rules, regulations, orders, li-
censes, and other forms of administrative ac-
tion made, issued, or otherwise taken under
Executive Order 13047, not inconsistent with
section 3 of this order and not revoked ad-
ministratively, shall remain in full force and
effect under this order until amended, modi-
fied, or terminated by proper authority. The
revocation of any provision of Executive
Order 13047 pursuant to this section shall
not affect any violation of any rules, regula-
tions, orders, licenses, or other forms of ad-
ministrative action under that order during
the period that such provision of that order
was in effect.

Sec. 13. All provisions of this order other
than section 3 shall not apply to any activity,
or any transaction incident to an activity, un-
dertaken pursuant to an agreement, or pur-
suant to the exercise of rights under such an
agreement, that was entered into by a United
States person with the Government of Burma
or a nongovernmental entity in Burma prior
to 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight time on May
21, 1997.

Sec. 14. This order is not intended to, and
does not, create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or
in equity by any party against the United
States, its departments, agencies, instrumen-
talities, or entities, its officers or employees,
or any other person.

Sec. 15. This order is effective on 12:01
a.m. eastern daylight time on July 29, 2003.
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Sec. 16. This order shall be transmitted
to the Congress and published in the Federal
Register.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 28, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:57 a.m., July 29, 2003]

NoTe: This Executive order and its attached
annex were published in the Federal Register on
July 30.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the Burmese Freedom
and Democracy Act of 2003 and the
Accompanying Executive Order

July 28, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with section 204(b) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(b) (IEEPA) and section
301 of the National Emergencies Act, 50
U.S.C. 1631, | hereby report that | have
issued an Executive Order (the “Order”) that
expands the sanctions against Burma cur-
rently in place pursuant to the national emer-
gency with respect to Burma declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13047 of May 20, 1997. Fur-
ther, | hereby provide the notification to the
Congress required by section 3(b) of the Bur-
mese Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003
(the “Act”) regarding my exercise of the
waiver authorities provided in that section.
In 1997, the United States put in place
a prohibition on new investment in Burma
in response to the Government of Burma’s
large scale repression of the democratic op-
position in that country. Since that time, the
Government of Burma has rejected our ef-
forts and the efforts of others in the inter-
national community to end its repressive ac-
tivities. In May of this year, that rejection
manifested itself in a brutal and organized
attack on the motorcade of Aung San Suu
Kyi, a Nobel Peace Prize winner and leader
of the peaceful democratic opposition party
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in Burma, the National League for Democ-
racy. The Government of Burma has contin-
ued to ignore our requests for her to be re-
leased from confinement, for the other Na-
tional League for Democracy leaders who
were jailed before and after the attack to be
released, and for the offices of the National
League for Democracy to be allowed to re-
open.

I have now determined that this continued
and increasing repression by the Govern-
ment of Burma warrants an expansion of the
sanctions against that government. | applaud
the Congress’ efforts to address the Govern-
ment of Burma’'s action. The prohibitions
contained in my Order implement sections
3 and 4 of the Burmese Freedom and De-
mocracy Act of 2003 and supplement that
Act with additional restrictions.

The Order blocks all property and inter-
ests in property of the State Peace and De-
velopment Council of Burma, the Myanma
Foreign Trade Bank, the Myanma Invest-
ment and Commercial Bank (MICB), and
the Myanma Economic Bank as well as all
property and interests in property of persons
determined by the Secretary of the Treasury,
in consultation with the Secretary of State,
to be senior officials of the Government of
Burma, the State Peace and Development
Council of Burma, the Union Solidarity and
Development Association of Burma, or any
successor entity to any of the foregoing; or
to be owned or controlled by, or acting or
purporting to act for or on behalf of, directly
or indirectly, any of the foregoing. The Order
also prohibits the exportation or re-expor-
tation of financial services to Burma either
from the United States or by any United
States person and, 30 days from the effective
date of the Order, the importation into the
United States of any article that is a product
of Burma.

The Department of the Treasury, in con-
sultation with the Department of State, will
implement a remittance program authorizing
limited personal transfers of funds and will
authorize most transactions relating to hu-
manitarian, educational, and official United
States Government activities. Additionally,
the Order grandfathers any activity, or trans-
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actions incident to any activity, other than
the import of any products of Burma, under-
taken pursuant to any agreement that was
entered into by a United States person with
the Government of Burma or a nongovern-
mental entity in Burma prior to May 21,
1997, the effective date of Executive Order
13047.

I have determined that the waiver of the
prohibitions described in section 3 of the
Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act of
2003 with respect to any or all articles that
are a product of Burma is in the national
interest of the United States to the extent
that prohibiting the importation of such arti-
cles would conflict with the international ob-
ligations of the United States under the Vi-
enna Convention on Diplomatic Relations,
the Vienna Convention on Consular Rela-
tions, the United Nations Headquarters
Agreement, and other legal instruments pro-
viding equivalent privileges and immunities.
In addition, in the exercise of my constitu-
tional authorities under Article 11 of the Con-
stitution to conduct the foreign relations of
the United States, | will construe the Act in
a manner that will in no way impair the exist-
ing ability of United States diplomatic and
consular officials to import articles that are
a product of Burma that are necessary to the
performance of their functions as United
States Government officials in Burma.

The Secretary of the Treasury, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, is authorized
to issue regulations in the exercise of authori-
ties under the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act and sections 3(a) and 4
of the Burmese Freedom and Democracy
Act of 2003, other than the authority to make
the determinations and certification to the
Congress that Burma has met the conditions
described in section 3(a)(3), to implement
the measures provided in the Order. The
Secretary of State is also authorized to exer-
cise the functions and authorities conferred
upon the President by section 3(b) of the
Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act of
2003. All Federal agencies are directed to
take actions within their authority to carry
out the provisions of the Order.
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I have enclosed a copy of the Executive
Order | have issued. This Order becomes ef-
fective at 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight time
on July 29, 2003.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTEe: ldentical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
H.R. 2330, approved July 28, was assigned Public
Law No. 108-61.

The President’s News Conference
With Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of
Israel

July 29, 2003

President Bush. Good day. I'm pleased
to welcome Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
back to the White House. | think you said
this is our eighth meeting——

Prime Minister Sharon. Eighth meeting
here.

President Bush. Eighth meeting in Wash-
ington. That should indicate to everybody
that our nations have a deep and abiding
friendship. America is firmly committed to
the security of Israel as a Jewish state, and
we are firmly committed to the safety of the
Israeli people. We have now a tremendous
opportunity to add to Israeli security and
safety and add to the hopes of the average
Palestinian citizen by making tangible
progress towards two states living side by side
in peace.

Last month’s Red Sea Summits in Egypt
and Jordan gave momentum to that progress.
I’'m encouraged by the positive steps that
Israel has taken since then to further the
cause of peace, including prisoner releases.
Prime Minister Sharon is now meeting regu-
larly with Prime Minister Abbas, and that’s
positive. Israeli and Palestinian cabinet and
security officials are meeting as well. Israel
has recently taken steps to make it easier for
Palestinians to work in Israel and to travel
to their jobs and schools and families, and
I thank the Prime Minister for these impor-
tant actions.

Much hard work remains to be done by
Israelis and Palestinians and by their neigh-
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bors. If we are ever to reach our common
goal of two states living side by side in peace
and security, leaders must assume responsi-
bility. The Prime Minister is assuming re-
sponsibility.

All parties agree that a fundamental obsta-
cle to peace is terrorism, which can never
be justified by any cause. Last month in
Agaba, Prime Minister Abbas committed to
a complete end to violence and terrorism.
The Palestinian Authority must undertake
sustained, targeted, and effective operations
to confront those engaged in terror and to
dismantle terrorist capabilities and infra-
structure. We're determined to help Prime
Minister Abbas as he works to end terror and
establish the rule of law that will protect
Israelis and Palestinians alike.

Today | urge Arab states to follow through
on the pledges made in Sharm el-Sheikh to
actively contribute to these efforts and to re-
ject the culture of extremism and violence
from whatever source or place. The rise of
a peaceful Palestinian state and the long-
term security of the Israeli people both de-
pend on defeating the threat of terrorist
groups and ending incitement and hatred.

In our discussions, | encouraged the Prime
Minister to take further steps to improve the
daily conditions faced by Palestinians. Israelis
and Palestinians deserve the same chance to
live normal lives, free from fear, free from
hatred and violence, and free from harass-
ment. | also urged the Prime Minister to
carefully consider all the consequences of
Israel’s actions as we move forward on the
road to peace.

The United States of America will con-
tinue to act in the interests of peace. We will
continue to be a firm warrior against ter-
rorism wherever it is found. We will encour-
age all parties to keep their promises and
monitor the progress that is made. We will
also help the parties find solutions to legiti-
mate concerns. As we head down the road
to peace, my commitment to the security of
Israel is unshakable, as is the enduring
friendship of our countries. 1 want to thank
Ariel for all he’s done to contribute to that
friendship, for his leadership, and his willing
to make tough decisions in the cause of
peace.

Mr. Prime Minister.



